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Discussion on ‘Road Safety, a top
priority for saving lives’ held

Amarieet Singh Panghal, Advisor Legal Projects, Consumer Voice along with other dignitaries discussing on
‘Road Safety, a top priority for saving lives’ held in the state capital the other day.

W Staff Reporter

“AlLstakeholdershaveacollective
responsibilityto prevent road acci-
dents and save lives through cre-
ating awareness on road safety
among road users.” This was the
view expressed by Pramod Kapse,
Nodal Officer,  Transport
CommissionerattheStakeholder's
Consultation - ‘Road Safety, a top
priority for saving lives' organised
jointly by National Centre for
Human = Settlements &
Environment & Consumer Voice,
New Delhi in Bhopal on Tuesday.

KapsesaidGovernmentisdoing
its best to make the lives of road
user safer, though there are sever-
alhurdlestoachievethat. Hemen-
tionedabout theprovisionofaward
of Rs 5,000 to encourage the gen-
eral public to help the road acci-
dent victims to receive the med-
ical attention within the golden
hourunderthe Good SamaritanAct
enacted by the State Government.

Madhya Pradesh has the dis-
tinctionofhaving2nd highestnum-
berofroadaccidentsand 4th high-
est fatalities in India. These acci-
dentsandconsequentinjuriesand
fatalities occur due to various rea-
sons- mainly due to over speed-
ing, noncompliance of safety reg-
ulations and traffic rules by the

road users and above all lack of
awarenessamongthe peopleabout
road safety.

Amarjeet Singh Panghal, Advisor
Legal Projects, ConsumerVoicedis-
cussed in detail about the Motor
Vehicle (Amendment) Act2019and
why this is a game changer for the
road users.

Presentingthedataonroadacci-
dents and fatalities as reported in
the Road Accidents in India, 2021
of MoRTH, GOL He highlighted
that speed is the biggest contrib-
utor to fatalities in road crashes.

Dr Pradip Nandi, Director
General, NCHSE while introduc-
ing the matter of road safety pre-
sented a comparison of deaths in
India annually due to Road acci-
dents, COVID pandemic,
Cardiovascular diseases and nat-
uraldisastersand pointed out that
death duetoroadaccidentsinIndia
is far more than others causes. He
said that Central government
brought out the Motor Vehicle
(Amendment) Act in 2019 with a
target to bring down fatalities of
road accidents to half by 2024.

He said that the main purpose
of this stakeholder's consultation
is to make the people of all walks
of e the importance compliance
of rules on roads.

Dr Rahul Tiwari, Asstt Professor
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of MANIT said that most of the
accidents occur due to habit/
behaviorofthe drivers. Overspeed-
ingis in the behaviour of asection
of people. He stressed upon prop-
er investigation for accidents.
Intelligent Traffic Managementsys-
tem which also uses hidden cam-
erastocoulddetectoverspeeding,
behaviours of drivers and other
causes of accidents. He also
stressed upon the responsibilities
of all stakeholders to reduce acci-
dents and save lives.

While expressing citizen's views
Sunil Shukla, Director, filmmaker
and Director SarjanaAcademysaid
that police is biased while impos-
ingforviolatingtraffic rules/ wrong
parking of vehicles. Though the
Police in most of the areas in city
(Bhopal) does not find parking of
vehicles on road sides as a viola-
tion, it may issue challan of vehicle
inselected location forgeneral pub-
lic while overlooking violations by
the Governmentvehicles orofper-
sons having political connections.

Rinki Sharma, Project Head,
ConsumerVoicemade concluding
remarks summarising the event.
Avinash Shrivastava, Dy Director,
NCHSE conducted theprogramme.
About50 persons, comprisingstu-
dents, senior citizens, youth and
teachers participated in the event.
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